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FROM PETER’S PEN
REMARKABLE GIFTS

Autumn is a beautiful time of the year,
especially when the Blue Jays make the
playoffs. It seems the whole country is
united behind them. Back in the summer
when we were visiting our daughters in
Europe, I would wake up in the morning to check the scores as
the games didn’t start till after midnight European time. One
day we were lined up at a venue and I noticed the man in front
of us was wearing a Yankees cap and so I asked who was going
to win the game that night, as the Jays were playing the Yankees.
“Game? What game?” he responded. It turned out his NY hat was
more of a fashion statement than an allegiance to the dreaded
Yankees. Nonetheless my enquiry about his hat turned out to be the
springboard to a great conversation about New York, Toronto, and
even baseball. At the end he even said, “Maybe one day I will visit
Toronto and see the Blue Jays play.”

I couldn’t help but wonder, what might happen if when seeing
someone wearing a cross, we were to comment on their cross

and ask them which church they attend? Chances are they don't,
because the cross would seem to be almost as popular a fashion
statement as a Yankees hat, but who knows where the conversation
might lead? Maybe by the end of the conversation the other person
would even be thinking about a visit to Yorkminster Park.

On another note, I read a delightful article in the Meaford
newspaper this week about an unusual gift which had been
received by the local hospital. There have been articles in the past
about major gifts that have been given by wealthy members of the
community which were lovely, but this gift was not nearly as large,
yet without question it was every bit as significant. The donor was
a man who had suffered from a cognitive disability his whole life.
By the end of his life his entire estate had a worth of only $15,000
and yet he left every penny to the hospital. The hospital called it a
remarkable gift and highlighted the difference such a gift makes.
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For | know the plans | have
for you,” declares the
Lord, “plans to prosper you
and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope
and a future.”

= Jeremiah 29:11




FROM PETER’S PEN (cont)

The message was that whatever we can give
will make a difference. I can assure you that
it is amazing how far your gifts to the church
can go and what a difference they make!

But as I read it, I could also hear Jesus saying,
“Truly I tell you, this poor man has put in
more than all those who are contributing to the
treasury. For all of them have contributed out
of their abundance, but he out of his poverty
has put in everything he had, all that he had to
live on.” As I thought about the gift given to the
hospital, I couldn’t help but think of many in
the church whose names may never be known
to us, but whose gifts have been remarkable by
the very standards of heaven.

This fall we have been blessed to welcome

a new member to our team in the person of
Ahmeda Mansaray-Richardson who is now
our Director of Mission and Community
Engagement. We will be blessed by her many
gifts and by her heart for mission. Go out of
your way to get to know her and please keep
her in your prayers

This fall we have also been saddened by

the announcement of Heather Mackey, our
Director of Family Ministries, who will be
leaving her position in mid-November. Earlier
in the year Heather and Paul relocated to

the Simcoe area of Ontario and has since
found the commute to be too much. We are
so grateful to Heather for her leadership of

our family ministries. She conveys warmth
and love to our whole church family and will
be missed. Please keep the Family Ministries
Ministerial Replacement Committee in

your prayers.

Finally, I am very grateful for the many

kind notes and calls I have received since
announcing my upcoming retirement which
will take effect on January 17, 2026. I was

also very appreciative of the genuine and
generous words spoken at the church’s recent
anniversary celebration when the Deacons and
Church Council also highlighted the

30th anniversary of my arrival at the church.

I love Yorkminster Park and have been so
blessed to serve as your minister. Be assured
that I am praying for the church as a period

of interim approaches and a search for my
successor gets underway. You are a great church
with a rich history and promising future.

I encourage you to support, encourage and
pray for the members of the ministry team
including Paula Willis, Ahmeda Mansaray-
Richardson and William Maddox. They will
play a crucial role in seeing the church into the
next chapter. But pray too for the Ministerial
Replacement Committee and for the whole
church. I pray that the Holy Spirit will unite
and equip you for an exciting new chapter.

In Christ,

Peter



FROM THE MINISTER
OF PASTORAL CARE
AND DISCIPLESHIP

In the church calendar as we
move deeper into fall and all
our church programmes again
running as we busily prepare
for the busy season of Advent
and Christmastide, there is a feeling of excitement and
anticipation. The ship has yet again set sail. But at
the same time, as the warm temperatures slowly cool
down, and we see little splashes of red, orange, and
yellow in the canopy above, fall also feels like an end.

My garden has not yet been informed that it is
getting cold outside. It is full of blooms; glorious
colour wherever you look. This fall I have twice
seeded the lawn as there were some empty patches,
and it has been awe-inspiring to see the new grass
sprouting. In this season when most of the time we
are readying for winter; uprooting annuals, putting
away garden furniture, and covering vulnerable
bushes with burlap, it has been my delight each day
to run outside each morning to see if I can discover
any more delicate green shoots.

When we experience change, so often we describe

a chapter as closing - a full stop, an end and then a
new beginning, But grass growing from seed in fall
has been a welcome reminder to me that God moves
in mysterious ways his wonders to perform. Even as
he guides us through the seasons of life, built in to
all the changes we live through, there are often small
gifts; little blades of hope that we might not even
notice at first.

As we prepare in the coming weeks and months

to say goodbye to our beloved friends in Christ -
Heather Mackey, Director of Family Ministries

and the Rev. Dr. Peter Holmes, Minister of the
Congregation — I pray that even as we give thanks
for the blessing of their fellowship and their loving
service to God, we wipe away our tears, seek God’s
help to keep our hope alive, and to be reminded, that
Christ being the Head of the Church, ensures all will
be well. In fact, although we may not see what lies
ahead, we know, just as certainly as I can see grass

growing on cold Fall morning, that God does indeed
have plans for us to continue to prosper.

The Rev. Dr. Deborah Hart, our recently retired
neighbour and long beloved incumbent at Deer Park
United, has very kindly offered to again lead a Grief
Support Group this fall. Deborah’s doctoral thesis
focused on the subject of grief and she has been a
comfort to many over the last 20 years as she has

led groups in North Toronto. Please contact me at
pwillis@yorkminsterpark.com to join this group.

It will be running on Monday evenings, November 3 -
December 8, 7-8:45 pm. at Eglinton St. George’s
United Church, 35 Lytton Blvd.

For 25 years the Rev. Suzanne Wilkinson has
faithfully led a group on Monday afternoons called
Women of the Word. This group has enriched the
lives of the many who have attended over the years.
They have not only studied the Bible and had many
an interesting discussions, but over the years, they
have become friends who love and support each
other through the joys and sorrows, the changes
that mark all our lives. Thank you Rev. Sue for your
generous and loving heart, for your teaching and
encouragement, and for your steady leadership.
After prayerful consideration, Esther Barnes has
kindly accepted the invitation to lead this group and
we wish her well as, inspired by the Holy Spirit, she
takes on the mantel of leadership.

One of my favorite hymns, by Joseph Gilmore, begins:

He leadeth me: O blessed thought!

O words with heavenly comfort fraught!
Whateer I do, where'er I be,

still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me.

What a blessing it is to know that we are never alone.
God is with us in love. It is not for us to find the way;,
but to be led by the Way. Thanks be to God and
God bless you all.

If you have a need for a prayer or a visit, please

contact me at pwillis@yorkminsterpark.com
or at 416-922-1240.



MISSIONS UPDATE

THE JOY OF
SERVING ON OUR
BOARD OF MISSION

“The church exists by mission as
fire exists by burning.”
- Theologian Emil Brunner

Have you ever wanted to be part
of a dynamic Board that reaches
into local and global places serving
Christ and His people? The Board
of Mission might just be a good
choice. Here’s what some members
of this essential church Board had
to say about their Board service:

Some members of the YPBC Board of mission at last year’s Mission Fair. (L-R Allan Mason (Chair), Richard
Doust, Nina Spencer, Jackeline Riedstra, Kate Irish, and Janet Doust (retired). Other current members not
pictured: Adianes Ponce, Aaron McSwain, Mary Han, Esther Barnes.

“l am excited and honoured to be stepping out in faith, and having faith in a positive
outcome. | am serving in an area that would be considered outside personal comfort zone
(beyond the pew....). And | am growing in faith. YPBC’s location has the opportunity to
serve Toronto (the Community call) and, with the church history and CBM, to impact the
world (our International call ). It is Kingdom work to present Christ and His Gospel message.
| am so grateful that the congregation of YPBC now support a Mission and Community
Engagement ministry that we can be a part of and help direct.” - Allan Mason, Chair

“It is wonderful to be a part of this praying team and what the Lord is doing locally and
globally.We are spreading the Good News of Salvation through Jesus Christ by coming
alongside partner ministries, missionaries and those in great need. It is a great joy
watching lives and communities being transformed! All for God'’s Glory! - Kate Irish

“My excitement comes from knowing our mission work is about pointing people to Christ,
not just meeting needs, but keeping evangelism central and trusting God alone to bring
lasting fruit.” - Aaron McSwain

“What excites me about serving this new term is the opportunity to contribute to decisions
that ensure ongoing support for projects and individuals, locally and globally, as part of
our mission as the Body of Christ.” - Jackeline Riedstra



CHECK OUT THE GLADSTONE LIBRARY

Book review by Katherine Laundy

Jesus mean and wild: the unexpected love of an untameable God
by Mark Galli

Yes, God is a God of loving kindness and tender mercies, but He also appears
to let us suffer, to abandon us, to talk of judgment and hell fire.

The author examines verses in Mark’s gospel which speak to these situations,
discusses what they could mean, and helps us enlarge our view of how God
works in our lives..

“As the leaves turn and the air cools, may we find joy in God’s simple gifts -
a warm blanket, a good book, and a quiet moment to be still.”

New books are available to borrow from the John Gladstone Library.

In the shelter: finding Say a little prayer: Journey Through
a home in the world: 101 ways to Psalms 1-50

A memoir of peace and pray throughout 50 Biblical Insights
reconciliation, Celtic your day Mike Raiter

spirituality,
Padraig O Tuama

Joanne Redmond

The Gladstone Library is open before and after Sunday service.

You can also borrow books from the book cart in the narthex.
Contact the library by calling 416-922-1167, ext. 241, or email, library@yorkminsterpark.com.

You can search the catalogue at: https://www.librarycat.org/lib/YPBIib.

YOU'RE INVITED!
DROP-IN COFFEE HOUR

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 5, 2:00 - 3:00 PM | FRIENDSHIP RM

Join Rev. Paula Willis for a relaxed time of community and
fellowship. Whether you’re new, reconnecting, or just craving
a friendly space - we’d love to see you!

No agenda, no pressure - just coffee, conversation, and connection.




YPBC WOMEN'’S MINISTRIES

OUR MISSION

As women with a passion for serving God,
we are a caring community who strive to be
faithful, creative and accepting.

For such a time as this we endeavour to:

o Invite and welcome all women into our
community

e Encourage women to discover their full
potential in Christ

e Motivate, minister, mentor and befriend

o Live and serve under the influence and
empowerment of God’s Spirit.

AUTUMN UNFOLDING

As autumn has unfolded we have been
delighted to welcome 50 women to our first
Women in Community potluck supper held
on Monday October 6, 2025. Women in
Community is an opportunity for women to
meet new friends, renew acquaintances, share
a meal and learn how God is at work in our
lives and in those of our guest speakers. This
is an informal event, usually held twice a year,
in the YPBC Friendship Room, aptly named!
This October we were inspired by Beth
Torrance’s photos and stories of her ministry
experiences as a nurse in India in the 1980’ as
well as of her recent return trip to India for a
special wedding celebration.

Because God is true, friends can be true...
Because God offers friendship, we can be

each others’ friends. - St. Ambrose

Continuing to unfold are the
plans for our Women’s Retreat
on Saturday February 21, 2026
at YPBC from 9 am - 2 pm, a
day apart to which women of
all ages are warmly invited.

Our speaker this year is the Reverend Dr. Anna
Robbins, President of Acadia Divinity College
and Dean of Theology of Acadia University.
(See the YPBC Spring 2025 Newsletter for a
tuller biography.)

We are exploring the theme of Looking for
Home - Letting go of the past, Living into

the present and Leaning into the future,
acknowledging the constant change of these
liminal times in which we live and how hard it
is to find the path ‘home’. Is it in the past? The
present? The future? Reflection on Psalms 30
and 126, plus the experience of the Israelites
wandering in the wilderness, are informing our
conversations. Full details for this day, including
the necessary registration information, will be
available closer to the event.

As a caring community, YPBC Women’s
Ministries strive to foster a community of
women where we experience the overwhelming
love of God, encourage one another and enjoy
the caring nature of friendship, realizing that

if we don’t love one another, community as
God wills it, unravels We celebrate the reality
that we are not all the same but we can serve
together in unity, grace and trust as God’s
beloved daughters.



YPBC WOMEN'’S MINISTRIES (cont)

Our desire is to support all women as we
strive to live into our unique expressions of
self whatever our age, circumstances or God’s

calling on our lives. Piglet sidled up to Pooh
_ from behind.
To nurture the health of a truly caring
community, we are committed to the necessity Pooh!” He whispered.
for collaboration, collegiality and hospitality, “Yes, Piglet?”
grounded in the Spirit of God who brings ) L . ,
newness and change. This is a place where we (‘Nothlng, said Piglet, taking ngh S paw.
can be sure of and “experience the deep, wide, I just wanted to be sure of you.
huge love of God that shows mercy no matter — A.A. Milne, The House at Pooh Corner

what, the love of our God that became flesh

so that the doors of the divine heart might be

flung open to all”. - Karoline Lewis, SHE,

Five Keys to Unlock the Power of Women Jonanne Fenton

in Ministry on behalf of YPBC Women’s Ministries

Six Mondays: November 3 - D¢
Eglinton St. George’s United Church, 35 Lytton Blvd.

$25 per participant for the course materials

This education and support group is designed for those who are dealing with the death
of a loved one. Taking a faith-based perspective, we will explore various aspects of grief,
how grief affects one’s emotions, behaviours, body, mind and spirit. We will look at tasks
one can do and adjustments one can make to move through grief, and help find ways to
reinvest in one’s life in meaningful ways.

The content will be based on the materials of Dr. Bill Webster,
Centre for the Grief Journey.

Leader: The Rev. Dr. Deborah Hart, recently retired United Church minister,
has been facilitating grief support groups for more than 30 years.

Contact: Deborah Hart for information or to register
Phone: 416-626-2958 Email: revdeb5@sympatico.ca




A Who is my neighbour?

\ ¢ Out of the Cold INACTION

Portraits: Who Are Our Out of the Cold Guests?

If you were to pass her on the street, you might think “C” was someone from
your neighbourhood on her way to buy groceries.

What you might not know about this pleasant-looking woman was that she
had “slept” in a 24-hour coffee shop or perhaps in a streetcar. The streets are
especially difficult for women alone, but sleeping rough is often not an option.
“C” worked for a hotel until she lost her job during COVID. In a short space of
time, “C” became someone in crisis - unemployed, and unhoused.

“C” never complained; she always had a smile on her face and expressed her
gratitude by putting coins that she needed for herself in the Welcome Cart
donation box (small trolley in front of the church where we tell passersby about
OOTC and hand out information every Wednesday from 4 to 5 pm) This sad
tale has a happy ending. “C” is now housed, receiving a pension and is looking
forward to starting her life again. Hope springs eternal and prayers

are answered.

Not every story has a happy ending. Like all of us, our guests are not perfect.

Consider “J”, for example: he grew up neglected and abused in every sense.
To numb the pain of his existence, he turned, as many do, to alcohol and
drugs. He copes as well as he can, does not blame others for his plight, and
although he occasionally comes to Out of the Cold (OOTC) ‘under the
influence’, he always greets us with a smile and seems glad to be in a warm,
inviting place. “J” tries to change his life with the help of caring groups,
and sometimes he succeeds in having some peace in his life. The future
may not hold a ‘happy ending’ for him, but he tries every day.



OUT OF THE COLD PORTRAITS (cont)

Some of our guests have no place to call
home and others are precariously housed.
People receiving disability pensions often
struggle to cope with day-to-day expenses.
The Daily Bread Food Bank has championed
the cause of inadequate support for people
on such pensions and the hope is that

small increases will improve their quality
of life. The high cost of rent often leaves

our guests choosing between food and rent
each month, so we strive to provide healthy
meals high in protein and other nutrients to
support them.

Many of our OOTC guests are very
talented: we have musicians and hospitality
workers whose jobs disappeared during
COVID or simply became redundant or
obsolete. While they are usually housed,
they, too, struggle with paying their bills.

Our guests personalities range from
introverts to extroverts, they can be chatty,
silent, argumentative and funny. Some

are part of their own small communities

and spend time together at the same table
each week. New friendships are sometimes
made. But many are lonely even if they
have shelter — deep friendships can be rare
among people struggling to survive.

Some of our guests are from other places
and perhaps are retired or been replaced -
they have no family close by and often do
not have the wherewithal to return home.
Emotional trauma is not unexpected and
people have different ways of coping.

These are just a few portraits of some
of our OOTC guests and neighbours.

Please pray for our Ministry of
Hospitality as we begin again on
Wednesday, November 5, 2025.

There but for the grace of God go 1.

Dina Gilbert
Co-chair, YPBC OOTC Steering Committee

IONA
PRAYER SERVICE

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 2 AT 7:00 PM

Featuring music by lona Passage

If you are unable to be with us, but would like us to light
a candle and say a prayer for someone, please email

ipholmes@yorkminsterpark.com prior to 3:00 p.m. on Sunday.




Lighthouse Kids
DOXA Youth

We give thanks to God for His grace and blessings. Our mission in “Guard the
Family Ministries is to come alongside families in their faith growth treasure that
and encourage a personal relationship with Jesus. One of our Bible is entrusted
lessons in October focussed on 1 Timothy 6 P to you”.

Paul was in prison when he penned the letter to younger Timothy, and it was his last written letter
before he died. Paul begins the letter with encouragement to Timothy - to be faithful and to guard
the treasure entrusted to Him. This means to protect and preserve the Gospel which is the Good
News of Jesus Christ along with staying grounded in sound doctrine (the teaching of God’s word)
which has been entrusted to them by God and the Holy Spirit. This is such an encouragement for
us. We too can take note of how Paul poured into Timothy, faith leadership development. They
shared life together and centred their relationship and faith growth on Christ and His teachings.

Paul is passing on the faith leadership baton to Timothy and encouraging him to continue to place
his hope and trust in Christ and in God’s word and all His commands. Paul is focussed on training
up the next generation of Faith Leaders. Paul loved Timothy and prayed for him night and day. Paul
empowered Timothy in his faith because he believed and trusted him. Paul encourages Timothy to
remain fully grounded in Christian service as well to endure suffering for any upcoming difficulties.

A blessed discipline that we do - to pour faith development into our Family Ministry Team is by
meeting regularly for prayer, Bible Study and discussion. Every Tuesday evening and early Sunday
morning, we leaders gather to pray, read and study God’s Word along with challenging each other
to live out Christ’ truths. This practice empowers us to be devoted followers of Jesus who are
eager to make Him known.

These past six years at YPBC have been an absolute joy and
a gift for me to serve in Family Ministries as well as learn and
grow with you all.

What an honour it has been to come alongside leaders and families and encourage one
another in our relationship with Jesus. | give God thanks for my brothers and sisters in
Christ and to have had the honour to worship, serve, teach, pray, listen and grow. We are
all on this faith journey together and with Christ, we can do all things in Him who gives
us strength.

Oh Lord, may we carry the torch of truth (God’s Word) wherever we go, and may we not
only learn from the faith leaders before us, but may we pass on the torch to the future faith
shakers, training and teaching them with the truths of Jesus and helping them to be
enthusiastic for Christ’s mission. Amen.

In Christ, Heather Mackey
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Summer Blessings...

Over the summer, it was a blessing
for Family Ministries to host two
Potluck Luncheons to share food
and fellowship. One of our luncheons
was a South Asian Theme and it
was a joy to have a few of our families
singing praises to God in their own
language along with eating their
delicious food together.

Praise God for His many blessings and for visible good fruit!

* We are grateful to God for Camp
Crossroads...a Christian camp in
Muskoka that sponsored two youth
and one of our families to explore
creation, experience Christ and
enjoy camp life with others.

* Many of our youth were active over
the summer travelling to new places,
volunteering, working jobs and
internships as well as gathering
mid-summer for a YOUTH BBQ
party at the Reyes home and having
fun and fellowship! Many of them
gave of their time to paint a large
mural titled ‘Love one another’
to help enhance our FM space.

* Heather hosted Family Ministry Leaders for an all-day
retreat in August, focusing the study and prayers on
Psalm 119.

e Qur Tuesday evening Zooms continue to be an
enriching time of faith growth. Recently, our leader time
has included a 10-session course titled; “Christ-centred
Inner Healing”. What a gift!

* \We added another 2 youth and 1 adult to our FM Leader
Team over the summer, gnd our FM Band continues to Upcoming Events:
grow and learn new praise songs.

CBOQ’s Regional Youth Retreat

(Gr. 6-12) at Camp Kwasind

* We praise God for the day Chiudo was born!!! We are November 7-9th!
all thrilled for Diana, who is one of our FM Leaders and
her husband Kennedy and their daughter Ruth for this
blessed addition to their family and our church family!

e 4-year-old Audrey gave her heart to Jesus!

Family Ministry Worship Service
and Potluck Supper
Sunday, November 16, 4:30pm

With love and thanks, All welcome!

Heather Mackey, Director of Family Ministries
1



Our Plans Are in His Hands;

10 Steps for Successful Planning from Scripture

o We can confidently plan: We know
we can do this because Ecclesiastes 3:1
says: “There is a time for everything, and
a season for every activity under
the heavens.”

e God gives us purpose and direction:

Jeremiah 29:11 says: “For I know the plans
I have for you,” declares the LORD,” plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans
to give you hope and a future.” This verse
shows us that even God makes plans, and
it reassures us that God has plans for our
lives and that those plans for us are good
and purposeful.

o Seek God’s Guidance: We need to begin
the planning process with prayer, asking
God for wisdom and direction. Proverbs
3:5-6 says: “Trust in the LORD with all
your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways submit to
him, and he will make your paths straight”.
While making plans, we are encouraged
to trust in God’s guidance. This also means
acknowledging that God’s plans may differ
from ours, which leads to step 4.

o Acknowledge and Trust in God’s
Sovereignty: Proverbs 19:21 says: “Many
are the plans in a person’s heart, but it is
the LORD’s purpose that prevails.” This
verse highlights that while it’s ok to have
many plans, we need to acknowledge that
ultimately, God’s purpose will stand. And
Proverbs 16:3 states: “Commit to the LORD
whatever you do, and He will establish your
plans.” This verse commands us to seek
God’s direction and commit all our plans
to Him, but promises if we do there will be
a good outcome.

12

e Take Time Having an Attitude of

Stewardship: Planning is a way to
responsibly manage the resources and
opportunities God has given us. Proverbs
21:5 says: “The plans of the diligent lead to
profit as surely as haste leads to poverty.”
This highlights the value of careful and
thoughtful planning and not rushing.
And Luke 14:28 makes a recommendation
about good stewardship: “Suppose one of
you wants to build a tower. Won't you first
sit down and estimate the cost to see if you
have enough money to complete it?”. These
verses remind us to act responsibly as we
make our plans while trusting God with
the outcomes.

e Preparation and Proactivity: Planning

helps us prepare for the future and take
proactive steps. Proverbs 24:27 provides
guidance around sequencing: “Put your
outdoor work in order and get your fields
ready; after that, build your house.” This
emphasizes the importance of preparation
and orderly planning. Putting the right
things first.



0 Make Plans, But Hold Them Loosely:

It’s important to plan, but be open to
changes. James 4:13-15: “Now listen, you
who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to
this or that city, spend a year there, carry
on business and make money.” Why, you do
not even know what will happen tomorrow.
What is your life? You are a mist that
appears for a little while and then vanishes.
Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s
will, we will live and do this or that.”” This
emphasizes recognizing that the ability to
carry out any plan is ultimately dependent
upon His will and the importance of
acknowledging God’s sovereignty in

our plans.

Q Embrace Uncertainty: Life is unpredictable,

and plans will change. We're all familiar
with the advice in Philippians 4:6-7:
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in

every situation, by prayer and petition, with

thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends all
understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus”. We need to
embrace these moments when we need to
adjust our plans as opportunities to grow in
faith and reliance on God. Romans 8:28
reassures us that: “in all things God

OUR PLANS ARE IN HIS HANDS (cont)
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works for the good of those who love him,
who have been called according to his
purpose”. This verse assures us that we can
understand that God is in control, even
when things don’t go as planned, but we
need to be actively attuned to God in our
planning to ensure we remain called to
His purpose.

e Don’t Try to Do Things on Our Own:

Proverbs 15:22 is very clear on this: “Plans
fail for lack of counsel, but with many
advisers they succeed.” This highlights the
importance of using other resources than
our selves. We can do far better if we don’t
try to do things on our own.

@ Reflect and Adjust: And finally, Proverbs

16:9 tells us that: “In their hearts humans
plan their course, but the LORD establishes
their steps”. We may have made our plans,
but God has a plan for an even better
outcome or process. We need to regularly
review our plans and constantly seek God’s
input. This helps ensure that our plans
remain aligned with His will and doing so
will remind us that His plan will work out.

Len Jillard
Co-Chair, Board of Deacons



YORKMINSTER PARK

SPEAKERS
SERIES

2025—2026

Continuing education lectures by outstanding speakers
on topics of general interest

YPSpeakersSeries.com

Ted Barris Canadian writer, journalist,

Friday Evenings @7:00 pm

professor and broadcaster 7
“Battle of Britain: Canadian Airmen November
in Their Finest Hour” 2025
Dr. José-Mario Capo-Chichi Molecular
Geneticist at the University of Toronto and
the University Health Network (UHN) 28
“Of Mice and Men... and More: November
The Evolution of Genetics and Recent 2025
Developments in Personalized Medicine”
Dr. Jane Philpott Physician, author, former
federal Minister of Health, and Chair of 16
Ontario’s Primary Care Action Team January
“Building a Primary Care System for Ontario” 2026
Michael Henry Writer, photographer, forest
ecologist and author of Ontario’s
Old Growth Forests 6
“Witness Trees: Surprising stories of trees February
that predate Shakespeare, and tips on where 2026
to find them”
Jim and Sue Waddington
Retired Physics Professor and
Nurse, respectively, and 27
Amateur art historians February
“In the Footsteps of the Group 2026
of Seven”
Nic Masters Veterinarian; Director of
Wildlife Health at Toronto Zoo 20
“Vets, Zoos and Conservation Science: how March
Wildlife Health professionals can help count- 2026
er the biodiversity crisis”
Marianne McKenna Founding Partner, KPMB
Architects, Toronto 17
“Building Culture: Restoration & Additions to April
Massey Hall and Koerner Hall” 2026
Terry Fallis Humourist and best-selling
author of Best Laid Plans and other books 8
“An Unorthodox Journey to the May
Published Land” 2026
Prof. Andrew McDonald Brock University
History Professor and expert on 5
Medieval Scotland and the Vikings June
“In Search of the Sea-Kings: the lost 2026

Kingdom of Man and the Isles, 1079—1275”
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REMEMBRANCE

SUNDAY

NOVEMBER 9, 11:00AM

Yorkminster Park is looking forward
to marking Remembrance Sunday
on November 9th at 11:00 a.m.

Once again we will have the honour
of sharing the occasion with the
Toronto Police Services Military
Veteran’s Association and the
Toronto Police Services.




YORKMINSTER PARK GALLERY

Coming to the Gallery

SPIRIT OF THE WILD -
a group exhibition of Canadian landscapes

Opening Reception:
Sunday, November 2, 2025, 12:30p.m.

PORDS* are a group of plein-air
painters founded by Anthony Batten.

The group currently includes Heidi Burkhardt Maurice Snelgrove
Kim Atkins, Heidi Burkhardt, Laurie Lake Superior Lookout Wild Cove, Norris Point, NFL
De Camillis, Kat Palmer, and Maurice (18” x 24”) oil on canvas (18” x 24”) watercolour,
Snelgrove. Each artist maintains a pastel on canvas

studio and an independent art practice.

They have a passion for travel and have
had the good fortune to share many
painting trips in Canada and abroad.
The road trips are especially memorable
going back to their common experience
as art educators at a summer art camp
near Bancroft, Ontario.

Laurie De Camillis Kat Palmer
Wind on Georgian Bay Living Rocks
(12”7 x 12”) oil on board (18” x 24”) acrylic on canvas
*PORDS are “Painters of Riveting
Distinction”, a name the artists
ironically gave themselves and
it stuck.
For more information visit
www.thepordsca.wordpress.com Kim Atkins
Instagram: @the_pords_painters Great Salt Marsh, NS

(10” x 20”) oil on canvas

Gallery Hours: Sunday: 10 am - 11 am and 12:15 pm - 1:00 pm | Saturday: Noon - 3 pm
Also available by appointment by calling the church office at 416-922-1167

Follow us on Instagram: @yorkminsterparkgallery
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UPCOMING SPECIAL SERVICES AND EVENTS

Sunday November 2
Worship

11:00 a.m. Communion | Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching
7:00 p.m. IONA | Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching

Sunday November 9
Worship

11:00 a.m. Remembrance Sunday | Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching
7:00 p.m. Choral Evensong | Rev. Paula Willis preaching

Sunday November 16
Worship

11:00 a.m. Farewell to Heather Mackey | Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching
4:30 p.m. Family Ministry Worship | Pot Luck Supper

Sunday November 23
Worship

11:00 a.m. Baptism | Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching
7:00 p.m. Lectio Divina with Archbishop Emeritus Cardinal Thomas Collins

Sunday November 30
Worship | Advent 1

11:00 a.m. Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching
7:00 p.m. Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching

Tuesday, December 2
Wednesday December 3

7:30 p.m. Toronto Mendelssohn Choir Festival of Carols
Tickets: www.tmchoir.org/event/festival-of-carols-2025/

Saturday, December 6

2:00 p.m. City Carol Sing
In Partnership with Citytv, a Fundraiser for COTH Foodbank | Free Admission

Sunday December 7
Worship | Advent 2

11:00 a.m. Communion | Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching
7:00 p.m. IONA | Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching

Tuesday, December 9

7:30 p.m. Toronto Community Orchestra
Tickets: www.torontocommunityorchestra.org/

Friday December 12

7:30 p.m. Elmer Eisler Singers, Amadeus Choir and the Viva Singers present Handel’s ‘Messiah’
Discount tickets available through the office for church members

Sunday December 14
Worship | Advent 3

11:00 a.m. White Gift Sunday | Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching
4:30 p.m. Carols by Candlelight

Tuesday, December 16

7:30 p.m. Toronto Orpheus Choir with Hannaford St. Silver Band preaent ‘Merry and Bright’
Tickets: www.orpheuschoiroftoronto.ticketspice.com/merry-and-bright

Thursday, December 18

7:00 p.m. John McDermott Family Christmas with Lawrence Gowan
Donations accepted for Out of the Cold andHouse of Compassion | Free Admission

Saturday, December 20

11:00 a.m. Service of Comfort and Hope | Rev. Paula Willis
12:30 p.m. Service of Comfort and Hope Reception

Sunday December 21
Worship | Advent 4

11:00 a.m. Children’s Nativity Creche | Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching
4:30 p.m. Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols

Wednesday December 24
Christmas Eve

4:00 p.m. Bethlehem on Yonge
11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight | Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching

Thursday, December 25
Christmas Day

11:00 a.m. Christmas Day Communion | Rev Dr. J. Peter Holmes preaching

Sunday, December 28
No evening service

11:00 a.m. Rev. Paula Willis preaching

Wednesday, December 31
New Year’s Eve

11:15 p.m. Watchnight Service | Rev. Paula Willis preaching

Editor: Gwendolyn Ramsay
This newsletter is published by:

1585 Yonge Street, Toronto, ON M4T 129
Telephone: 416-922-1167
www.yorkminsterpark.com
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