
Are you a reader? 
Do you like to discuss books that you have read? 
Then this group is for you. For more information and to register, please contact 
the church office at office@yorkminsterpark.com.

When: Third Tuesday of each month 
from September 2025 to June 2026  
(no December meeting) 

Where: Zoom | Time: 7:30– 8:30 p.m.

September 16, 2025: A Most Extraordinary Ride: Space, Politics, and the Pursuit of a Canadian Dream  
by Marc Garneau

On October 5th, 1984, Marc Garneau made history. Blasting off from the Kennedy Space Center aboard the U.S. Space 
Shuttle and reaching a speed of 28,000 km/hour, he became the first Canadian to fly to outer space. That monumental 
achievement, now etched in Canadian history as one of our country’s proudest moments, inspired a nation and ushered 
in a new era of space exploration for Canada. Twenty-four years later, Garneau made history yet again, becoming the 
first astronaut to be elected as a Member of Parliament. In between those two milestones in Garneau’s unprecedented 
career, he was the first Canadian, and the first non-American, to serve as CAPCOM, the voice of Mission Control for the 
astronauts aboard the Space Shuttle. In the years that followed his historic first voyage to space, Garneau returned to 
space two more times, becoming the first Canadian to log three trips into orbit, and led the Canadian Space Agency 
through its most dynamic years.

October 21, 2025: All the Colour in the World by C.S. Richardson

A beautifully transporting novel capturing the romantic sweep of the twentieth century—from Toronto in the ‘20s and 
‘30s through the killing fields of World War II, to 1960s Rome and Florence. Henry, born 1916, thin-as-sticks, nearsighted, 
is an obsessive doodler—copying illustrations from his Boy’s Own magazines. Left in the care of a nurturing,  
Shakespeare-quoting grandmother, eight-year-old Henry receives as a gift his first set of colouring pencils (and a 
pocketknife for the sharpening). As he commits these colours to memory—cadmium yellow; burnt ochre; deep scarlet 
red—a passion for art, colour, and the stories of the great artists takes hold, and becomes Henry’s unique way of 
seeing the world. It is a passion that will both haunt and sustain him on his journey through the century: from boyhood 
dreams on a summer beach to the hothouse of art academia and a love cut short by tragedy; from the psychological 
wounds of war to the redemption of unexpected love.

November 18, 2025: The Happiest Man on Earth: The Beautiful Life of an Auschwitz Survivor by Eddie Jake

In this uplifting memoir, a Holocaust survivor pays tribute to those who were lost by telling his story, sharing his wisdom, 
and living his best possible life. Born in Leipzig, Germany, into a Jewish family, Eddie Jaku was a teenager when his world 
was turned upside-down. On November 9, 1938, during the terrifying violence of Kristallnacht, the Night of Broken Glass, 
Eddie was beaten by SS thugs, arrested, and sent to a concentration camp with thousands of other Jews across Germany. 
Every day of the next seven years of his life, Eddie faced unimaginable horrors in Buchenwald, Auschwitz, and finally on a 
forced death march during the Third Reich’s final days. The Nazis took everything from Eddie—his family, his friends, and 
his country. But they did not break his spirit. Against unbelievable odds, Eddie found the will to survive. Overwhelming 
grateful, he made a promise: he would smile every day in thanks for the precious gift he was given and to honor the six 
million Jews murdered by Hitler. At 100 years of age, despite all he suffered, Eddie calls himself the “happiest man on 
earth.” In his remarkable memoir, this born storyteller shares his wisdom and reflects on how he has led his best possible 
life, talking warmly and openly about the power of gratitude, tolerance, and kindness. Life can be beautiful if you make it 
beautiful. With The Happiest Man on Earth, Eddie shows us how.

January 20, 2026: Small Things like These by Clair Keegan

It is 1985 in a small Irish town. During the weeks leading up to Christmas, Bill Furlong, a coal merchant and family 
man faces into his busiest season. Early one morning, while delivering an order to the local convent, Bill makes a 
discovery which forces him to confront both his past and the complicit silences of a town controlled by the church.
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February 17, 2026: Same Kind of Different as Me: A Modern-day Slave, An International Art Dealer,  
And The Unlikely Woman Who Bound Them Together by Ron Hall and Denver Moore 

Meet Denver, raised under plantation-style slavery in Louisiana until he escaped the “Man” in the 1960’s by hopping 
a train. Untrusting, uneducated, and violent, he spends 18 years on the streets of Dallas and Fort Worth. Meet Ron 
Hall, a self-made millionaire in the world of high-priced deals—an international arts dealer who moves between 
upscale New York galleries and celebrities. It seems unlikely that these two men would meet under normal  
circumstances, but when Deborah Hall, Ron’s wife, meets Denver, she sees him through God’s eyes of compassion. 
When Deborah is diagnosed with cancer, she charges Ron with the mission of helping Denver. From this request, 
an extraordinary friendship forms between Denver and Ron, changing them both forever. A tale told in two unique 
voices, Same Kind of Different as Me weaves two completely different life experiences into one common journey. 
There is pain and laughter, doubt and tears, and in the end a triumphal story that readers will never forget.

March 17, 2026: What Every Christian Needs to Know About Passover: What It Means and Why It Matters  
by Rabbi Evan Moffic 

The Passover was celebrated by Jesus and the disciples the last time they were together. Rabbi Evan Moffic brings 
an understanding to the Last Supper that will forever change how Christians celebrate Communion and prepare 
for Easter. Beginning with the Hebrew Bible and Jewish history, Rabbi Moffic shows how these inform the roots of 
Christianity as he weaves together history, theology, Jewish practice and observances. Then he provides the  
background and resources for Christians seeking to experience an authentic Jewish Passover Seder and integrate it 
into their own preparation for Easter. Rabbi Moffic brings an informed and ancient perspective,  
explaining and bringing to life the source of so many of our modern Christian practices.

April 21, 2026: When the World Fell Silent by Donna Jones Alward

1917 - Halifax, Nova Scotia - Nora Crowell wants more than her sister’s life as a wife and mother. As WWI rages 
across the Atlantic, she becomes a lieutenant in the Canadian Army Nursing Corps. But trouble is looming, and it 
won’t be long before the truth comes to light. Having lost her beloved husband in the trenches and with no-one else 
to turn to, Charlotte Campbell now lives with his haughty relations who treat her like the help. It is baby Aileen, the 
joy and light of her life, who spurs her to dream of a better life. A story of loss, hope and redemption against  
impossible odds. When tragedy strikes in Halifax Harbour, nothing for these two women will ever be the same 
again. Their paths will cross in the most unexpected way, trailing both heartbreak and joy its wake.

May 19, 2026: On Isabella Street by Genevieve Graham

A gripping novel set in Toronto and Vietnam during the turbulent sixties about two women caught up in powerful 
social movements and the tragedy that will bring them together. Toronto, 1967. Two young women with different  
backgrounds, attitudes, and aptitudes are living in an exciting but confusing time, the most extreme counter-culture  
movement the modern world has ever seen. They have little in common except for the place they both call home: an 
apartment building on Isabella Street. Marion Hart, a psychiatrist working in Toronto’s foremost mental institution and 
Sassy Rankin, a budding folk singer and carefree hippy from a privileged family. The strength of their unlikely friendship 
means that when one grapples with a catastrophic event, the other must do all she can to make it right.

June 16, 2026: The Banned books of Berlin by Daisy Wood

Berlin, 1933. The night skies are burning bright with huge bonfires of banned books. The Nazi party is swelling in 
number and Berlin is no longer a safe place for young Freya. She can only watch on, horrified, as her beloved city falls 
to fascism – and the usually law-abiding Freya is forced to make a choice: continue being a bystander, or sacrifice 
herself to save the lives of others. New York, present day. Maddie commutes home to her family to reset. Struggling to 
fully turn off from her work, she is surprised to come across a pre-war German diary amongst her grandfathers things. 
And when she starts to dig into the diary, Maddie’s shocked by what she finds. So begins a journey that will take Maddie 
beyond America as she searches for the truth about Freya, and how she changed people’s lives across the globe.

For more information, please contact the church office at office@yorkminsterpark.com
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