Are you a reader? When: Third Tuesday of each month
Do you like to discuss books that you have read? from September 2025 to June 2027
Then this group is for you. For more information and to register, (no December meeting)

please contact the church office at office@yorkminsterpark.com. | Where: Zoom | Time: 7:30- 8:30 p.m.
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September 15, 2026: Book of Lives: A Memoir of Sorts by Margaret Atwood (Non-Fiction)

Raised by scientifically minded parents, Margaret Atwood spent most of each year in the wild forests of northern
Quebec, where her entomologist father and independent, resourceful mother created an unfettered and nomadic
childhood, sometimes isolated but also thrilling and beautiful. From this unconventional start, Margaret unfolds the
story of her life, linking key moments to the books that have shaped our literary landscape, from the cruel school
year that would inspire Cat’s Eye to the unease of 1980s Berlin, where she began The Handmaid’s Tale. In pages
alive with the natural world, reading and books, major political turning points, and her lifelong love for the
charismatic writer Graeme Gibson, we meet poets, bears, Hollywood stars, and larger-than-life characters straight
from the pages of an Atwood novel.

October 20, 2026: Finding Flora by Elinor Florence (Fiction)

Scottish newcomer Flora Craigie jumps from a moving train in 1905 to escape her abusive husband. Desperate to
disappear, she claims a homestead on the beautiful but wild Alberta prairie, determined to create a new life for
herself. She is astonished to find that her nearest neighbours are also female: a Welsh widow with three children;
two American women raising chickens; and a Métis woman who supports herself by training wild horses. While
battling both the brutal environment and the local cynicism toward female farmers, the five women with their very
different backgrounds struggle to find common ground. But when their homes are threatened with expropriation
by a hostile government, they join forces to “fire the heather,” a Scottish term meaning to raise a ruckus. To complicate
matters, there are signs that Flora’s violent husband is still hunting for her. And as the competition for free land
along the new Canadian Pacific Railway line heats up, an unscrupulous land agent threatens not only Flora’s livelihood,
but her very existence.

November 17, 2026: Ship of Dreams by Donna Jones Alward (Fiction)

Aboard the Titanic, where opulence knows no bounds and the horizon seems limitless, two women fight for the
futures they dream of, fraught with secrets that could change everything. Hannah Martin is clinging to the hope
that six days on this grand ship will heal the wounds in her marriage to Charles. Beneath her poised exterior lies a
desperation to mend what was shattered and conceal a secret that could upend their lives forever. Louisa Phillips,
spirited and uncompromising, is escaping her family’s insistence on a passionless marriage. But this daring step
could also sever the deepest bond in her life. As the ‘unsinkable’ ship strikes the iceberg, amidst the chaos and icy
waters, lives are changed forever. In the face of impending doom, what dreams will Hannah and Lou decide are
worth saving, and at what cost?

January 19, 2027: One in a Million Boy by Monica Wood (Fiction)

“The story of your life never starts at the beginning. Don’t they teach you anything at school?” So says 104-year-old
Ona to the T1-year-old boy who’s been sent to help her out every Saturday morning. As he refills the bird feeders
and tidies the garden shed, Ona tells him about her long life, from first love to second chances. Soon she’s confessing
secrets she has kept hidden for decades. One Saturday, the boy doesn’t show up. Ona starts to think he’s not so
special after all, but then his father arrives on her doorstep, determined to finish his son’s good deed. The boy’s
mother is not so far behind. Ona is set to discover that the world can surprise us at any age, and that sometimes
sharing a loss is the only way to find ourselves again.
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February 16, 2027: James by Percival Everett (Fiction)

When Jim overhears that he is about to be sold to a man in New Orleans, separated from his wife and daughter
forever, he runs away until he can formulate a plan. Meanwhile, Huck has faked his own death to escape his violent
father. As all readers of American literature know, thus begins the dangerous and transcendent journey by raft
down the Mississippi River toward the elusive and unreliable promise of the Free States and beyond. Brimming with
the electrifying humor and lacerating observations that have made Everett a literary icon, this brilliant and tender
novel radically illuminates Jim’s agency, intelligence, and compassion as never before. James is destined to be a
major publishing event and a cornerstone of twenty-first century American literature.

March 16, 2027: The Sunflower: On the Possibilities and Limits of Forgiveness by Simon Wiesenthal (Non-Fiction)

A Holocaust survivor’s surprising and thought-provoking study of forgiveness, justice, compassion, and human
responsibility. You are a prisoner in a concentration camp. A dying Nazi soldier asks for your forgiveness. What
would you do? While imprisoned in a Nazi concentration camp, Simon Wiesenthal was taken one day from his
work detail to the bedside of a dying member of the SS. Haunted by the crimes in which he had participated, the
soldier wanted to confess to - and obtain absolution from - a Jew. Faced with the choice between compassion and
justice, silence and truth, Wiesenthal said nothing. But even years after the war had ended, he wondered: Had he
done the right thing? What would you have done in his place? In this important book, fifty-three distinguished men
and women respond to Wiesenthal’s questions. They are theologians, political leaders, writers, jurists, psychiatrists,
human rights activists, Holocaust survivors, and victims of attempted genocides in Bosnia, Cambodia, China and
Tibet. Their responses, as varied as their experiences of the world, remind us that Wiesenthal’s questions are not
limited to events of the past.

April 20, 2027: Theo of Golden by Allen Levi (Fiction)

Questions linger about Theo, a pleasant but mysterious stranger, after his arrival in the southern city of Golden.
Who is he, and why is he here? He arrives early one spring and by chance - or is it? He visits a coffee shop where
92 framed pencil portraits are on display. Inspired, Theo sets out on a mission of purchasing all the portraits one at
a time and quietly bestowing them on their ‘rightful owners.” Stories are told; friendships are born; and lives

are changed. A beautifully crafted story about the power of creative generosity, the importance of wonder to a
purposeful life, and the far-reaching possibilities of anonymous kindness.

Allen Levi

May 18, 2027: Liberty Street by Heather Marshall (Fiction)

Toronto, 1961; Emily Radcliffe works as an editorial assistant at Chatelaine magazine, surrounded by the best female

L BE RTY. reporters in the country, whose articles tackle the controversial topics no other women’s publication dares to touch.
STREET When a bombshell letter from an inmate at the notorious Mercer Women’s Prison lands on Emily’s desk, she sees
the scoop of a lifetime - one that could launch her career as a journalist. But after going undercover to investigate
HEATHER the inmate’s shocking claims, Emily discovers that getting into the prison is the easy part; the real challenge will

MARSHALL
o be getting back out. Huron County, 1996: Unidentified female remains are discovered in an unmarked grave in a

small-town Ontario cemetery, and Detective Rachel Mackenzie is tasked with unraveling the mystery. But when the
investigation leads her to the now-shuttered Mercer Women’s Prison, the family trauma she’s kept buried for years
threatens to surface. Inspired by true events, Liberty Street is at once poignant and dazzling - an unforgettable,
intertwining story about resilience, mental health, and the power of female connection.

June 15, 2027: The Chambermaid’s Key by Genevieve Graham (Fiction)

.’:’};Mﬁg() 1929: Rosie Ryan wants nothing more than to escape the poverty of The Ward, Toronto’s roughest neighbourhood,
{(4 and become a chambermaid at the brand-new Dominion Hotel. Until she meets Damien, a charming and ambitious
(HAMBFRMAID’.S waiter who promises her a better life. The Dominion offers her a chance to do well, but behind the gleaming

KEY: J chandeliers and polished marble lurk dangerous secrets involving its most notorious guest, a wealthy gangster
who’s about to profit from The Crash that will decimate the economy. When a friend is murdered, Rosie finds herself
tangled in a web of betrayal. Present Day: City building Inspector Bridget Kelly is assigned to scrutinize the recent
renovations at the elegant old Dominion Hotel, a task she relishes as a lover of history and architecture. But when
a routine inspection uncovers mysterious boxes, locked doors, and secret corridors, bringing to light a long-buried
clue to a decades-old murder, her inspection is thwarted, and threats rise round her on every side. Bridget soon
realizes someone doesn’t want the truth to surface - and they’ll do anything to keep it buried.

For more information, please contact the church office at office@yorkminsterpark.com
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