
September 20, 2022 - Clementine: The Life of Mrs. Winston Churchill - By Sonia Purnell
Late in life, Winston Churchill claimed that victory in the Second World War would have been “impossible” 
without the woman who stood by his side for fifty-seven turbulent years. Born into impecunious aristocracy,  
the young Clementine Hozier was the target of cruel snobbery. Many wondered why Winston married her, when 
the prime minister’s daughter was desperate for his attention. Yet their marriage proved to be an exceptional  
partnership. “You know” Winston confided to FDR, “I tell Clemmie everything.” Through the ups and downs 
of his tumultuous career, in the tense days when he stood against Chamberlain and the many months when 

he helped inspire his fellow countrymen and women to keep strong and carry on, Clementine made her husband’s career her 
mission, at the expense of her family, her health and, fatefully, of her children. Any real consideration of Winston Churchill is  
incomplete without an understanding of their relationship. Clementine is both the first real biography of this remarkable  
woman and a fascinating look inside their private world.

October 18, 2022 - I know Why the Caged Bird Sings - By Maya Angelou
Here is a book as joyous and painful, as mysterious and memorable, as childhood itself. I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings captures the longing of lonely children, the brute insult of bigotry, and the wonder of words that can 
make the world right. Maya Angelou’s debut memoir is a modern American classic beloved worldwide. Sent 
by their mother to live with their devout, self-sufficient grandmother in a small Southern town, Maya and her 
brother, Bailey, endure the ache of abandonment and the prejudice of the local “powhitetrash.” At eight years 
old and back at her mother’s side in St. Louis, Maya is attacked by a man many times her age—and must live 

with the consequences for a lifetime. Years later, in San Francisco, Maya learns that love for herself, the kindness of others, her 
own strong spirit, and the ideas of great authors (“I met and fell in love with William Shakespeare”) will allow her to be free 
instead of imprisoned.

November 15, 2022 - The Deal of a Lifetime and Other Stories - By Frederik Backman
Beloved author Fredrik Backman is back with a mesmerizing array of stories about discovering and treasuring 
what is truly important in life. The Deal of a Lifetime is a profound and moving novella set on Christmas Eve.  
It tells the story of the intertwining destinies of a man who has built a global business empire but lost his family 
in the process and a courageous little girl fighting for her life, and it asks the question: if you had the chance to 
change your legacy, would you take it? In the touching novella And Every Morning, the Way Home Gets Longer 
and Longer, an elderly man sits on a bench with his son and grandson, reminiscing and telling jokes. As he 

recalls his most precious memories and faces his regrets, the man discovers there is one last thing he must do: help his family 
learn to say goodbye without fear.

January 17, 2023 – Where the Light Fell: A Memoir - By Philip Yancey
Raised by an impoverished widow who earned room and board as a Bible teacher in 1950s Atlanta, Philip 
Yancey and his brother, Marshall, found ways to venture out beyond the confines of their eight-foot-wide trailer. 
But when Yancey was in college, he uncovered a shocking secret about his father’s death—a secret that began 
to illuminate the motivations that drove his mother to extreme, often hostile religious convictions and a belief 
that her sons had been ordained for a divine cause. Searching for answers, Yancey dives into his family origins. 
In time, the weight of religious and family pressure sent both sons on opposite paths—one toward healing from 
the impact of what he calls a “toxic faith,” the other into a self-destructive spiral.

Are you a reader? Do you like to discuss books that you have read? Then this group is for you. 
Join us in our casual monthly get together to share your love of reading with like-minded individuals. 

For more information and to register, please contact the church office at office@yorkminsterpark.com
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GROUP

When: 3rd Tuesday of each month from September 2022 to June 2023 (no December meeting)
Where: by Zoom  | Time: 7:30– 8:30 p.m.



February 21, 2023 - American Refugees: Turning to Canada for Freedom - By Rita Shetton Deverell
When it became clear that Donald Trump would become the new US president on election night in 2016, the 
website for Citizenship and Immigration Canada crashed. It was overwhelmed by Americans afraid that the 
United States would once again enter a period of intolerance and military aggression. In American Refugees, 
Rita Deverell shows that from the Revolutionary War to the Underground Railroad through to McCarthyism 
and Vietnam, Americans have fled to Canada in times of crisis. Many still flee. All have sought better lives, while 
helping to shape Canada into the country it is today.

March 21, 2023 - Fight Night - By Miriam Toews 
Fight Night is told in the unforgettable voice of Swiv, a nine-year-old living in Toronto with her pregnant 
mother, who is raising Swiv while caring for her own elderly, frail, yet extraordinarily lively mother. When Swiv 
is expelled from school, Grandma takes on the role of teacher and gives her the task of writing to Swiv’s absent 
father about life in the household during the last trimester of the pregnancy. In turn, Swiv gives Grandma an 
assignment: to write a letter to “Gord,” her unborn grandchild (and Swiv’s soon-to-be brother or sister).  
“You’re a small thing,” Grandma writes to Gord, “and you must learn to fight.” As Swiv records her thoughts 

and observations, Fight Night unspools the pain, love, laughter, and above all, will to live a good life across three generations 
of women in a close-knit family. But it is Swiv’s exasperating, wise and irrepressible Grandma who is at the heart of this novel: 
someone who knows intimately what it costs to survive in this world, yet has found a way – painfully, joyously, ferociously –  
to love and fight to the end, on her own terms.

April 18, 2023 - Women of Holy Week: An Easter Journey in Nine Stories - By Paula Gooder
In the style of her bestselling Phoebe, Paula Gooder uses her extensive biblical expertise to retell the events  
of the Crucifixion, Resurrection and Ascension through the eyes of nine female characters she imagines  
accompanying Jesus during these momentous days. Accompanied by nine colour illustrations, each story 
brings to life the tension, drama and shock of the events of Holy Week, banishing any over-familiarity and  
helping readers enter into the Passion narrative in a deeper, more meaningful way. Originally given as a  
series of addresses at Southwark Cathedral during Holy Week 2021, these nine stories are for all who long  
to encounter Jesus afresh through the Easter Story.

May 16, 2023 - The Bluest Eye - By Toni Morrison
In Morrison’s acclaimed first novel, Pecola Breedlove—an 11-year-old Black girl in an America whose love for its 
blond, blue-eyed children can devastate all others – prays for her eyes to turn blue: so that she will be beautiful, 
so that people will look at her, so that her world will be different. This is the story of the nightmare at the heart 
of her yearning, and the tragedy of its fulfillment.

June 20, 2023 - The Only Café - By Linden MacIntyre
Pierre Cormier had secrets. Though he married twice, became a high-flying lawyer and a father, he didn’t let 
anyone really know him. And he was especially silent about what had happened to him in Lebanon, the country 
he fled during civil war to come to Canada as a refugee. When, amid a corporate scandal, he went missing after 
his boat exploded, his teenaged son Cyril didn’t know how to mourn him. But five years later, a single bone and 
a distinctive gold chain are recovered, and Pierre is at last declared dead. Which changes everything.  
At the reading of the will, it turns out that instead of a funeral, Pierre wanted a “roast” at a bar no one knew he 

frequented – The Only Café in Toronto’s east end. He’d even left a guest list that included one mysterious name: Ari. Cyril, now 
working as an intern for a major national newsroom and assisting on reporting a story on homegrown terrorism, tracks down 
Ari at the bar, and finds out that he is an Israeli who knew his father in Lebanon in the ‘80s. Who is Ari? What can he reveal 
about what happened to Pierre in Lebanon? Is Pierre really dead? Can Ari even be trusted? Soon Cyril’s personal investigation is 
entangled in the larger news story, all of it twining into a fabric of lies and deception that stretches from contemporary Toronto 
back to the massacre at the Sabra and Shatila camps in Lebanon in September 1982.


